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Tbe Frftf LETTER from 
| the Bifbop of Tochefter to 
the Earl of Dorlet and Mid- 
dlefex, ¢c, : 


My LORD, 
Think I fhou’d be wanting to my felf at this 
time, in my own neceflary Vindication, fhou’d 
I forbear any longer to give my Friends a true 
Account of my Behaviour in the late Ecclefi- 
aftical Commiffion. Tho I profefs, what I 
fhall now fay, I only intend asa reafonable Mitiga- 
| tion of the Offence I have given, not entirely to 
| jaftify my Sitting in that Court ; for which, I ac- 
knowledg, I have defervedly incar’d the Cenfure of 
| many good Men; and I wifh I may ever be. able to 
make a fafficient Amends to my Countcy forit. 
Yet thus much, my Lord, I can juftly alledg for 
| my felf, That the Commiffion was made, and my 
Name put into it, altogether without my knowledg ; 
| when I happen’d to be at Salisbury, holding an Ar- 
| chiepifcopal Vifitation with the Bilhop of Chichefer, 
and other Commiffioners: Where, by God's Blel- 
fing, we compos’d feveral old Differences and Ani- 
Mofities, and reftor'd Peace and Unity to that 
Church, oH ) 
| Atmy return from thence to London, I found 1 
‘Was appointed to be one in a new Commiffion: But. 
as never fee a Copy of it, nor did I ever hear 
ats Contents, or know the Powers granted in it, till 
the time of its being publickly open’d at Whiteball “ie 
Whither 1 was fent for, on purpofe, in halte, that 
a | A2 very 


a 


* King’s, learned Council. in. the Law, Men generally — 


_ aiid ‘tharhe didit, asPomy felt did, with a purpofe 7 


: ceiv’d my Lord of Cazrerbury {crupled to be prefent 7 


€4) oe 

very Morning, from my Houfe in the Country; — 
being juit ‘ae ae sn a Saat so 4 and 
from-paying -my y-to-her Royal Highnefs the — 
Prineels-of Denmark-at Serie nen chine ; 
Upon the firft publifhing the Commiffion, I con- 7 
fefs, thro my Ignorance.in the Laws,.1 had little or — 
no Objection in mys Thoughts againft the Legality © 
of it; efpecially when I confider’d, that having paft © 
the Broad Seal, it muit needs, according to my Ap- ~ 
prebenfion, have been examin’d and approv’d by the © 


efteem’d of eminent Skill in their Profefiton. Be- | 
fides, I was farther confirm’d (tho too rafhly I - 
grant) inmy Error, when I faw two Gentlemen of © 
the Long Robe, Perfons of the greateft Place and 
Authority in Wefminfter- Hall, join’d with us 3 who, — 
I fhould have thought, would, never have ventur’d — 
their Fortunes'ahd Repatations, by exercifing «a Ju- | 
vifdictien' that was'illegal . . 

And’ P'believ'd I had reafon to conclade, that this — 
very Areament might prevail alfo with fome others 7 
of the Temporal ‘Lords that fat among us: Partica- | 
larly the’ Earl of Rochefter has often affur’d me, ‘twas 7 
that which induc’d him:to-accept of the Commiffion 5 © 


of ‘deing-as much Good ‘as we were. able, and of 9 
hhindring as much Evil as we poffibly could, in that — 
unfortunate Juncture of Affairs, 

‘As formy own part, Iwas ftartled when I per- 7 


with'ns; whofe’ Example, ’tis trae, .I ought rather 9 
to have follow’d «than the, gréateft Lawyers in all 7 
Matters of Confcience, Yet I hope his.Grace will 9 
excufe me, if I declare, that I did not at firft know: 
‘he made’a Matter of’ Confcience of it. Nor did I 
underffand his Grace took Exception at the Lawful- | 
nefs of the Commiflion it felf, till after my Lord of | 
London was cited, and had appear'd and anfwer’d, 
‘and the unjuft Senténce was paft againft him. by 
For. it was on the very day the Commiflion was, 
open’d, immediately, as I remember, after it- was © 
‘read, that my Lord of Londo was inform’d againit | 


OF 


<5) : 
for.not fafpending Dr. Sharpe: Which, tho it ex- 
ceedingly furpriz’d me at firft, yet obferving with 
what Heat the Profecution was like to be carry’d on 
againft him, that very Confideration did the more 
incline me to fitand act there, that I might be in 
fome Capacity of doing Right to his or 
And whether I did him any Service thro the whole 
Procefsof his Caufe, 1 leave it to my Lord himfelf 
to jadg. That I gave my pofitive ‘Vote for his Ac- 
-quittal, both the Times when his Sufpenfion came in 
Qseltion, Ifuppofe I nged not tell the World. 
Having thus, in the beginning of that Court, and. 
the higheit Ferment of it, freely difcharg’d my Con- 
fcience, by endeavouring to clear my Lord of Lon- 
don, 1 muft own [ thenceforth unawares took a Re- 
folution, which, how hartful foever it may now 
prove to my felf, yet, 1 am ftill apt to believe, did 
the Church of England no Differvice in the Main. 
My Defign, by continuing longer among them; was 
ta make fure of one. Vote at leaft, and to do my 
Part, tothe armoft of my fmall Intereft and Abili- 
ty, to leffen the Blow which I fear’d was coming on 
the Clergy, fince it could not altogether be avoided. 
And I was the more perfuaded to take this Courfe, 
not only becaufe the Legality or Illegality of the 
Commitlion feem’d at firit rather a Moot-cafe, than 
a determin’d Point either way ; divers of the princi- 
pal Lawyers, as I was told, being divided in their 
Opinions concerning it; bur alfo becaufe I faw fome 
ether Perfons were ready to fill my Chair there, 
as foon as it fhould be empty ; Men of whofe Prin- 
ciples and Pragtices I was fo well aware, that I 
knew they would not have the fame regard as my 
felf for the Churches Prefervation. And perhaps [| 
might add this further for the Extenuation of my 
Fault, that | was not difcourag’d by fome grave and 
- worthy Perfons, for this very purpofe, to keep in 
fome longer time , but 1 forbear to name them, that 
I may not involve any good Man in my Infelicity,: 
_ ~ However, upon thele Motives I acted, and, in 
. parfuance of this Defign, God knows, I voted as 
long asIremain’d at the Board, where all my Opi- 
ee | nions 


pees . 


C263) 
nions were fo contrary to the Hamour of the Court, 
that I often thought my félf to be really in as much 
hazard from the Commiflion it felf, by my not com- 
: Plyangs siany of my Brethren could be that were 
outol it. - 

I appeal to all that were acquainted with the 
Tranfactions there, whether ever | gave my Confent 
‘to any irregular or arbitrary Sentence ; whether I 

~ did not. conttantly and firmly declare againft every 

- extravagant Decree. I could almoit prefume to af- 
firm, that 1 was, as far asin me lay, fome way or 
other, a common Solicitor, or Advocate for all that 
Were unjuftly profecured before them. And IJ might 
exemplify this beyond all Contradidtion, if I fhould 
enumerate every particular Caufe that came under 
their Cognizance. i vahuae 

After my Lordof London was fentenc’d, his Lord- 
fhip. knows, 1. was always-upon the Watch to ob- 
{truct all farther Proceedings againft him: Nay, his 
Lordthip well remembers, I. bad once obtain’d to © 
have his Sufpenfion taken off, if he would but have | 
made an ordinary Submiffion. | : 
— Then Iwas zealous for Exzter-College, in their 
Defence againft Father Petre, in a Bufinefs of fo 
great Importance, that if the College had been over- » 
come inthe Suit, that whole Soctety mult foon have 
been abandon’d to Popery. |. | | 

I did my; utmolt to oppofe the violent Perfecution 
upon the whole Univerfity of Cambridg, when the 
Vice-Chancellor was fufpended his Office, and his _ 
Matfterthip of Adagdalen-College , becaufe a Popifh 
Prieft, who was one of the Miflionaries to. pervert 
the Scholars, was deny’d a. Degree in their Conyo- 
cation. | 

 Tfaithfally allied and {erv'd Chrif-Churchin Ox | 
ford, when they were in danger of having new Sta- 
tutes impos’d. upon them, which would infallibly 
have Jaid open that Royal College, to the Ruin of : 


4 


their good Learning and Religion. 

I abfolutely refiited all the Alterations in the Sta- 

» tutes of Siduey-College, and all other Changes and 
Abrogations of Oaths, that were then made a ae 
ignt 


Ch) 
fign’d in the Statutes of either Univerfity, for the 
advantage of Popifh Priefts and Students, and for, 
the freer courfe of Aandamws’s in their Favour. 

I ever gave my Advice for all forts. of -BufinefS, to. 
be return’'d into the common courfe of Juftice ; as 
that all Ecclefiaftical Matters fhould be refer'd back 
to the feyeral Bilhops from whofe Diocefes the Com- 
plaints were brought; and that all Informations. a- 
_gainft Colleges an Bobbins fhould be recommitted 
to their proper Vifitors, | 

I perfifted unmoveable in my Diffent from every 
Vote that pafs’'d againft Adagdalen- College in Oxford, 
from their very firft Citation before that Court, to 
Hs cruel incapacitating of the Prefident and. Fel- 

ows, | ha 

I could mention many other Particulars, wherein 
I fuccefsfully labour’d to relieve divers of the infe- 
rior and greater Clergy from Opprefficn; to pre-~ 
‘vent fome from being call’d before us at all ; to pre- 
. ferve others after they were accus’d by. malicious Sy- 
cophants and Informers, that fwarm’d then every 
. where : Some in the Cafe of Tythes ; fome for pref- 
fing Churchwardens to take legal Oaths; fome for 
not reading, fome for preaching againft the King’s 
Declaration. tes) 

Bot there are two eminent Inflances, which I 
cannot omit. The one, that when the Bifhop of 
Lincola was petition’d againft by his Archdeacon, 
and there was, at that time, Inclination enough in 
the Court to purfue him to Extremity ; yet my Lord 
Bifhop of Peterburgh, by interceding. for him with 
the King, and I with the Commiffioners, fo effectu- 
ally wrought, that the Profecution again{ft him. was 
difcountenanc’d.and fell to the Ground. - | 

The other Inftance concerns my Lord of Cazter- 
‘bury, and I amconfident his Grace will readily give 
moe this Teftimony, That I ferv’d him boneftly and 
induftrioufly on fome occafions, wherein he was like 
to be embroil’d with the Commiffion ; which muft 
Anevitably bave ended in his Grace’s Sufpenfion at 
leaft, fince he was refolv’d, .whenever he fhould be 
brought before them, whatever. the Pretence had 
en Se soritiony: lah been, 


8 ) | eo 
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J 


been, to dehy the whole Power and Jurifdi@ion: of — 


the Courts?!’ as eile ae 
As for the laft Scene tranfa@ed there, which was _ 
_ in order totcenfare the whole Clergy; for refafing to 
read the Declaration: In that I hope'f need fay no- 
thing in my Defence, it being publickly known to 
the whole Nation, how I then’ demean’d my felf; — 
how I broke loofe from the'Commiffion’in atime, — 
when I was convinced I could do the Church no far- — 
ther Service there, and when ; the'Popifh Party was : 


in the height of their Power and Rage. Then it4 
was that I join’d my felf again’ ‘tothe common ‘In- 
tereft of the honeft Clergy, jaf? whet they were on 
the very Brink of Defiru@ion, before we>ever 
dreamt of this Glorious Deliverance. we 
This is certain, that my leaving and defying the. 
Commiffion at that time, did apparently exafperate © 
the Popith Priefts, and the Ringleaders of the ‘Je- — 
fuitical Faction againit me, to the higheft Degree’ | 
imaginable. Nay, fome worthy Men have made e+ | 
almoft-fo vain as to fancy, that my bidding the © 
Commiffion then Farewel in fo publick and peremp- — 
tory a manner, was no inconfiderable Stroke towards — 
the Diffolution of the Commiffion it {elf Itis evi- | 
dent, thatimmediately upon the receipt of my Let- 7 
ter, wherein I renounc’d them, they adjourn’d in || 
bath ai for fix Months, and fcarce ever met after- 9} 
wards, i Mage | | 
Thus far I'am fare, my perpetual Behaviour there- © 
in was fo much all of a-piece, fo directly againit the 4 
Vogue of ‘the Court, and the Counfels of Popery | 
then prevailing ; and the Effects of it did fo vifibly © 
deftroy my former Intereft, with the King, that | 
whereas it is manifeft 1 was, when the Commiffion | 
began, in as fair a probability as any Clergyman in 
England, to. receive great Effects of his “Majefty’s 
Favour ; yet after my oppofing my Lord Bifhop of | 
London’s Sufpenfion, and my other Votes conforma- j 
ble - that; I fell by degrees under his fevere Dif- 
feafure/ | nik acaba: De | 
g I might add'moreover, that it isvery probable, I 
was at lift’in more imminent Danger than any ie R 


: 


t 
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my Brethren; I fay, my Lord, than any of my 
Brethren, the feven petitioning Bifhops, and my Lord 
of London only excepted, whofe Merits and Suf- 
ferings, in afferting oar Laws and Religion, were fo 
confpicuous, and by confequence the Fury of the 
Papifts againft them fo implacable, that perhaps it 
would be’ Prefumption in any other Clergyman; 
much more in'me, to coméin competition withthem 
for either of thofe Honours. sai 

_ Upon the whole ‘Matter. therefore,. tho ‘as to the 
“Tegal part of che Commiffion,~ which “belong’d to 
Lawyers to judg of, I was miftaken, for a@ing in 
it at all: Yet’ m the confcientious Part, which pro- 
perly concern’d me asa Divine, to act in it.honcitly 
and fincerely, according to the beft of my~Judg- 
ment ; in that, if I fhall not be thought to deferve 
Thanks, yet Lhope I may obtain Pardon from, all 
Men of Candosr and Ingenuity. - Jk AURA 

*\ My Lofrd,, d:know your Lotdthip’s:Generofity anid 
tender Concern for your, Friends, wherdofi dy have 
had fo much experience, will éxcufe ane «forstron- 
bling you with thismy long Confeilion and Apolo- 
gy, for my fhare in the Ecclefiaftical Commiilion, 
I wholly fabmit it to your Lordihip’s Prudence and 
Kindnefs, to make what’ ule of it you plea(q in) my - 
behalf. Only’this I will fay, thatif I had 4s good 
a Caufe for you to plead, as I have in your Lord- 
fhip a Patron to defend me, I fhould not have an 
Enemy in all England. | ) hee 


My LORD, lam | / 7 
Ww Aminfter, . Your Lord thip’s moft Faithful, » 


ebr. 21. pO! ti 3 
1688. . _ Humble and Obedient Servant, 
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RED: LOT Die. wii iets 
> Cannot in'gogd! Manners make my, Addrefs. to’ 
sl yout Lordthip in: another Letter, «without. pre- 
‘mifing my moft humble: Thanks for your .fa- 
_ vourable Acceptance ‘of the former ; and for 
your kind Recommendation of my Plea to Men of 
Honour-and Goodne&, by the powerful Authority 
efi your approvipgiit.: |i my 
And: how,i my:Lord, fince you have in fo ge- 
Herous a.» manner admitted me once to be your 
Client, Lam come again to put my< whole Caule in- q 
to your hands. For it was my Chance, I know not “— 
how, to have fuch a fhare in one or two other pub- — 
lick Affairs of the late Times, as obliges me to make 
a fecond Defence : Tho I have always thought, that, 
next ,to.theicommittiag Offences,’ nothing can."be 
More grievous to an ingenuous Mind, than tobe put 
upon: theneceflieg Of. makingApologies, | >. 
However, upon the Encouragement your Lord- 
fhip has given ine, I take the boldnefs to fay, that in 
the’ Matters‘about which I trouble you this once 
more; I truft“l have good ground for an honeft and 
open Vindication of my felf The one was, my 


> 45 


Partin King Charles the Second’s Declaration, touch- | 


ing the Confpiracy 3 the other Was, my acting he 
Sa oh the 
\ 


ges; ‘and: foine. fharp Words ‘from! that! geiifle King 
Sd 109 B2 


rd 


(my 3 
the! Commilfion: for the Dioeels’ of London, during’ 
the;Sufpenfion 6f-my Lord Bifhop. — Tiel, 


to 


me 
a: 


( 12. y 
to, quicken: my Slownef, yet more. than-twelve 
Months ‘had paft before]: could be brought to put 
PentoyPaper 3 out of my natural Averfion to.any 
Bafinel: , that might refled feverely upon any Man: 


my,.own Inclination rather leading me tothe other | 


Extreme,. that  is,..rather, to commend too much 
what in the leaft feems welldone, than to aggravate 
what is ill done by others... | | 

_ However, upon King Charles’s frequent Commands, 
_and.continu’d Importunity, I did at length obey z 
and the rather, becaufe I had formerly fomewhat 
incur’d that Kiny’s-and his Brother’s Difpleafare, by 
my declining to write againft the States ot Holland, 
during the time of the. firft and fecond Dutch Wars. 
_ Being, thus over-perfaaded, I made .my, Collec- 
tions, and prefented them to that King: Which his 
Majefty having himfelf perus’d, was pieas’d to. di- 


rectme to put them. into'the hands of the Lord Kee- 


per Worth, who carefully read and corre@ed what 
Thad done, and added divers mattersof Fact, which 
had efcap’d my Obfervation. ‘ 
Thus.the Work {tood in Preparation for the Prefs, 
whenthe deplorable Death of that King happen’d. 
And tiortly after King Fames the Second calling for 


the, Papers, and having read them, and alrter'd di- 


vers Paflages, caus’d them to be printed:by bis own 
Authority, asisto.be feen before the Book. — 

_ But now, my Lord,.! can truly declare, that du- 
ring my.cempofing thofe Collections, | earneftly re- 


quelted. King Charles the Second (and your Lord- 


Ship knows, as well.as any Man, how agreeable fuch 


a Requeft was to the benign Temper of that King) 
Lxequefted him, I fay, that few or no Names. of. 


Perfons fhould be mention’d, whatever probable Sug. 


geftions might be againft them, bat only fuch, upon 


whom pablick Judgment had pafs'd, which it could 
be roo purpole for me to conceal. 


I could indeed have. with’d; that my Lord Ruffec’s, 
and fome other Names of Perfons of Honour, might - 


fave been of the Number to..be om tted, upon that’ 


very account 4 but, ’twas none of my fault that they: 


were not, Lcould.not hinder, nor did Lin the Jeaft 
. | & Contribute 


“ai 

. yes 
a '% 
es 


(13 ) 

| contribute to their Fall: Nay, I famented-it, efpe- ~ 
| cially my Lord Ruffel’s, after I was fally convinc’d 
| by Difcourfe with the Reverend Dean. of Canter- 
bury, of that noble Gentleman’s great Pro%ity, and 
conftant Abhorrence of Falfhood; but that was a 
good while after. All that I did, was the publifh- 
| ing, or rather indeed the putting together methodi- 
| eally, what before was fafficiently publifh’d in prin- 
| ted Papers that were licens’d: And out of them to 
| draw the Subftance of a Declaration of State, in 
| Vindication of that which the Authority of the Na- 
| tion, at that time, call’d, The Publick Juftice of 
| the Kingdom. . | 

| | Bat, my Lord, to return to what I was faying, 
King Charles having granted my Defire of conceal- 
| ing divers Names, according to this Allowance [ 
| proceeded, leaving out fome, and abbreviating o. 
thers ; endeavouring all along todpare Parties and 
| Families, and particular Perfons, as much as would 
be allow’d. All which may be demonftrated from 
the Copies of the Depofitions, as they went out of 
my hands, where there were feveral Names vifibly _ 
~mark’d by my own Pen, to be- pals’d by in the 
- Publication. So that if fome indifferent Man fhould 
| now compare the Informations as they are in Print, 
with the Originals in the Secretary’s, or the Paper- 
Office, he woula, it may be, be apter to fufped me 
of Connivance, thanof. Calumny on that fide. 

If Ihave now given your Lordthip any Satisfac- 
tion touching my fair Dealing in my Part of thar 
Bock, I doubr not but what follows will give you 
more ;-when | fhall aflure you of my having re- 
fus’d to write a Continuation of the fame Hiftory. 
For, my Lord, it was fome time after the Duke of 
Monmouth’s Overthrow and Execution, that K.F2mes 
the Second requir’d me to undertake fuch another 
Task, and prefently to fet about a Second Part. To. 
that purpole his Majefty gave me a fight of multi- 

tudes of Original Letters and Papers, rogether wirly 
the Confeflions of feveral Perfons then taken in 
England and Scotland: who did indeed feem all to 

opivie one nother, who fheuld reveal moft, both 


of 


¥ 
ihe 
an 


| ( 414 ie 
of Menand, Things relating tothe old Confpiracy; — 
as_well as tothe Dake of \Azozmouth’s, and the Earl - 
of Argyle’slavafion oy.) ody vs wii. 
. But. finding .the Innocence “of divers Perfons of - 
Worth , and-Honour. touch’d: in thofe, Papers, and — 
by that time beginning vehemently .to fufp2d things 
Were running apace towards the endangering of our — 
Laws and Religion, I muft fay, I never could be: in- 
duc’d by all his, Majefty’s reiterated Commands, to — 
go on with that, Work.: | Inftead of that, tho I. had © 
all the, Materials for fuch’ a.‘ Narrative within my 
Power, for above three years, «and might. eafily 
have finifh’d it ina month or fix weeks. fpace, yet I 
chofe rather to-fuppre(s ,and. filence> as much as I 
could, all, that. new Evidence ;..which, if openly 
produc’d, would have blemith’d the Reputation of _ 
forme Honourable Perfons. ., 499 
Give me leave, my Lord, only to add, That. I; 
am confident there are feveral’ Original Papers {till 
in being, which would be more. than enough to con- 
vincé all impartial Men, how moderate and ténden @ 
Twasin that Caufe. : > ee ial us 
Next, my.Lord, having mention’d my being con; — 
cern’din the Commiftion for the: Diocels of London, 
in that I bad the good Fortune to. be join’d with. an _ 
excellent Perfon, my Lord Bifhop of Peterborough: | 
And wecan both traly fay, thatas we enterd into) © 
that Commiffion with my Lord of London’s. good, 
Wi, {0 'we aged nothing in it,without. the greatelt — 
Refped to'his Intereft. oy.) i sond 
“Ec is well: known,we continu’d all his Officers ig 
the fall’ Profits and Privileges of their Places. .We ~ 
faithfully maintain’d the, Rights.of his Bithopricky il 
and once inthe King’s own Prelence, againft his Max] 
jefty’s expres Inclinations,. itv aBalinels of, nole& 
-Concernment than Matos Maver: Chappelo. We 
never invaded any of my Lopd,Bilhop’s Preferments, 
that fell void in that Intervals we difpos’d of none ey 
but according. to his own,Dire@ions, , We, usd bis: i 
Clergy with thé fame affectionate Careand brotherly: — | 
Bove) as hé imfelf., bad, donei;..who was, en that 
account, ‘as dear to thems: as,any Bifhop an Qhriftenn — 
dom Wis to his Diocels. | And 


- 


| 
| a RR : 
Ds nd we appeal’ to'sthem;:owhether we might not 
| father expect their: Kindnefs: and>Thanks,.: than ful> © 
| pect: their: Ll-will’ for all) our ‘Tranfactions with 
| them: + Nor can this be thought a vain Boaft to any 
Man; who fhall: ferioufly reflect on the terrible AC 
fpedof Things from Court upon the London Cler* 
| gy, doring the whole time of our exercifing that Ju- 
| vildiction.:: The .rémembrance whereof makes me 
#} not doubt to affirm, that -if my Lord Bifhop of Pe 
| tenborough and Thad notthen ftood‘intheGap, but 
| fomelother Perfons, who: were preparéd tovbe thruft 
| in, upon our leaving that Commiffion, had gor it ab- 
| Blutely into theirPower, ‘tis poflible the mott Jear- 
| ned-and'pious Clergy inthe World: had been fome- 
| whatoothérwife imploy’d than theyiweres ‘and had 
| beenvtoo «much’taken up in defending themfelves 
| from: the violent::Perfecutions of the Popifh Party, 
| tavhave leifure to confute ‘and triumph over the Po- 
| pifh Canfe; as: they entirely did in’ their admirable 
| Writings, to the Glory and Eftablifhment of the 
| Chhechiof Aughind pa tse! Bak 2 WiRte0 fl sia 
| My Lord, sto the Troth of what I have: here faid 
| céacerning the» Commifiion of Lozdon, I have the 
| Bifhop’ of .Petexborough ready to atteft. 1 fhould 
| studded: be glad'l could‘ claim as juft a fhare' in ano- 
-ther :of shis eat Meritorious Services to the 
| Publick, as(fmay'dod inthis : Bat in that I cannot’; 
‘fortis “evident the efeven Bifhops, whereof he was 
-oaeyihad fuchtan:opportunity put into their Hands, 
| cby God’s Providence, for the Overthrow of Popery 
and | Arbitrary: Power, by their Sufferings for -deli- 
-wering their Senfe of King Fames the Second’s Decla- 
| ation, astislikely never any of the Epifcopal O¢- 
~der hadibeforey:and, ’tis to be hop’d, Will never have 
aingid nor Cictaits 2 a0GS ae I. 4 
bia This however I will fay, Ishad ‘certainly added 
jemy-felf to. their, Number, if I. had) then under- 
-ftood the Queltion, as well as. I. did afterwards upon 
their Tryal, where] was prefent, in order to be a 
- Witne(fs in their behalf, at the fame time your Lord- 
Ship and many other noble Lords were there, to 
give countenance tofo good a Caufe. 
. There 
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» There it was, my Lord, that I was firlt convine’d _ 
of the falfe’ Foundations and mifchievous: Confe- 
quences of fach a Difpenfing Power, as that on | 
which the Declaration was grounded: So that Ihave — 
ever fincebeen perfuaded, that from that Petition — 
of thofe Bifhops, fo defended by the invincible Ar- | 
guments of their learned Council on that day; and © 
fo juitify’d by the honeft Verdi@ of their undaun- 
ted Jury on the next Day ; from thence, I fay; we 
may date the firft great fuccefsful Step, that was 
made towards the refcuing of our Laws and: Re- 
ligionyis beet nollie Hip Aate | 

For my part I muft own, I was fo fully fatisfy’d © 

by the excellent Pleadings of thofe great Lawyers at | 
that Tryal, that I confefs I never had till then focclear 
a Notion, what unalterable Bounds the Law has 
fix'd between the juft Prerogatives of the Crown, 
and the legal Rights of the Subje@. And therefore 
from that very Day I haften’d to make what Repa- 
rations] could-for the Errors occaGion’d by my_ for- 
merIgnorance; and to aé@ for the future, what I al- 
ways intended, as became 2 true Englifhman, 
Nor was it long after, that I met with a fignal Op. |. 
portunity to put this my Purpofe in Pra@ice : For | 
perceiving the Rage of the Popith Party againft the || 
Church of Evgland was rather heighten’d than aba- iF 
ted, by my Lords the Bifhops being acquitted ; and | 
fearing the Ecclefiaftical Commi ion was neXt to be | 
imploy’d, to wreak the Papifts Revenge on the Or- | 
thodox Clergy, when We/tminfer-Hall could not do | 


Deets 


So er tia. 


> — 


y 


it, I prefently refolv’d to defert that Commiffion, | 
from whence I had often before labour’d and intrea- | 
ted in vain to be fairly difmifs’d : And immediately | 
I {ent the Commiflioners the following Letter, where- — 
of your Lordthip may remember | then prefented | 
you with a Copy 5 as knowing how much you would | 
be pleas’d, with my other Friends, at my forfaking 
that Board apon any Terms, an 
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| To the Right Honourable my LORDS,. 


His Majefty’s Commiffioners for Eccle- 
fiaftical Affairs, oc, : | 


My LORDS, er, 
I Moft bumbly intreat your Lordfips favourable In~ 

terpretation of what I now write, That fince your 
| Lordfhips are refolu'd to proceed againft thofe, who 
| have not comply'd with the King’s Commands in read- 
| ing his Declaration, it 1 abfolately impofible for me 
| to ferve lis Majefty any longer in this Commiffon. TF 
8 beg leave to tell your Lordfhips, that tho I my felf 
| did fubmit in that Particular, yet I will never be any 
| mays inftrumental in punifbing thofe my Brtthren whe 
| did not. For, as Icall God to witnefs, that what f 
| did was merely upon a Principle of Confcience , fo I 
| am fully fatisfyd, that their Forbearance was upon the 
| fame Principle. I have noreafonto think otherwife of 
| the whole Body of our Clergy, who, upon all occafions, 
have fignaliz’d their Loyalty to the Crown, and their ~ 
| zealous Affettions to lis prefent Majefty’s Perfon in the 
| worft of Limes, Now, my Lords, the Safety of the 
whole Church of England feeming to. be exceedingly 
| concern’d in this Profecution, I muft declare, that I ; 
cannot, with a fafe Confcience, fit as Fudg in this 
Caufe, upon fo many pious and excellent Men: With 
| whom, sf it be God's Will, it rather becomes me to 
| fuffer, than to be in the leaft acceffury to their Suffering. 
| I therefore earneftly requeft yonr Lordfhips to intercede 
withthe King, that I may be gracioufly difmifsd any 
| farther Attendance at your Board, and to affure lis 
Mayjefty, that] am fill ready to facrifice whatever I 
have to his Service, but my Conference and Religion. 


My LOR D Site 


| I am your Lordfhips moft Faithful, 
Bromley, | 
Aug. 15, Humble and Obedient Servants 


1688, 
Cs Tho, Roffen. 
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Your Lord(hip feeing what I have faid in this Let- — 
ter, concerning my fubmitting in that Bafinefs of | 
the Declaration, upon a Principle of Confcience, as — 
I then thought, you may expect my Reafon for 
doing fo. iat 

I moft frankly confefs, I had then a Doubt in m 
Mind, arifing from a. Rubrick in the Common- 


the Land)-whether a Bifhop could lawfully deny the — 
reading of whatever the King fliould ordain to be = 
read in Churches.. And “twas merely upon that — 
miftaken Scruple of Confcience, I was induc’d not 4 
to oppofe that Command of the Kingin Council; 1 7 
fay, not to oppofeit : Farther than that, I {till fay, © 
] went not in that Bufinefs. For it is moft true, 7 
that the Orders of Council, for publifhing that De- © 
claration in Churches,. were difpers’d ‘thro the Pla- 7 
ces of my JurifdiGion immediately from the King’s’ — 
Printing-Houle, without my Injunction, or fo much 
as my Knowledg, i q 
And after they were fent abroad, tho I did not; 7] 
‘tis true, revoke them, as not being then welldeter- 4 
mind inthe Cafe, yet I no where infifted to have 4 
them obey’d. Nay, both inmy own Diocefs of Ro-. 9 
ehefter, andin that of Leadon, where I had then ve- 7) 
rv unwillingly fome Infpection, there is no one | 
Clergyman can upbraid me for urging any Man to 4% 
read, or reproving any for not reading the Decla: 7 
ration. Piet tan q 
If it thall be objected, that I permitted it to be @ 
read in Weft miner Abby, I defire it may be alfo 7 
confider’d, what dreadful Apprehenfions this Royal ” 
Charch and School were then under, from our © 
Neighbours the Jefuits at Caurt; who lay in wait 
to take any Advantage, whereby they might ftirup || 
the King toruin us. “Befides that a. Qyo Warranto — 
was then aCually ifft’d out againft us, and we were | 
every day threaten'd,. that as we were the neareft, 7 
fo we fhould fall the firft Prey into the bands of the” 
Popith Priefts. | BS 
Bot to go on; IT need not remind your Lordilip } 
what Wrathand Indignation this Letrer to the Com- | 
, ! miffioners 
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| miffioners,.produc’d againft me from the Jefuited 
| Party at Court:;-for which yet I efteem’d my felf 
| abundantly recompens’d by the Peace it gave me in 
my own Mind, and[ hope I may fay, by the good 
Will it reviv’d-towards me in the Hearts of good 
‘Men ; efpecially of my Lord Archbifhop, and the 
other perfecuted Bifhops, with whom 1 ever after 
acted in perfect Conjunction for the Pablick Good. 
| That, my Lord, isthe lat Particular whereof I 
- promis’d to give your Lordfhip an Account, And ] 
come toit moe chearfully than E-did to the reft, be- 
caufe this is the only matter of all I undertook to 
{peak of, wherein | am not conf{ctous to my felf, that 
I need any Excufe. | ict 
_ Tt was therefore fome time after the Tryal of the 
Seven Bifhops; and after my leaving the Commiffion, 
when upon the King’s fadden return fromWindfor,and 
the firft Alarm given of the Preparations in Holland, 
my Lord of Canterbury, and {ome of his Suffragan 
Bifhops, .whereof Thad the Honour to be one, were . 
fent for by exprefs Letters dated September the 24th, 
to attend, his: Majefty at Whitehall. \ Accordingly, 
all of us that were in Town, except my Lord Arch- 
bifhop,. who was then very il], waited on-the King 
the Friday following, being the Day appointed. 
But little or nothing paffing betwixt his Majefty 
- and us, at our firlt Attendance, beyond general Ex- 
preffions of his Favour and our Duty, we intreated 
my Lord of Canterbury to procure for us a fecond 
and more particular Audience ; wherein we might 
_all deliver our plain and fincere Senfe of Things, as 
we faw the dangerous Condition of the Church and 
State then requir’d from Men of our Character. 
And on the Sunday after, my Lord Archbifhop ob- 
tain’d of the King, that wefthou’d be admitted to 
a full Liberty of Speech with him the next Tuefday 
Morning. 
_.. All Adonday we fpent at Lambeth, in preparing 
_ the humble Advice we thoughr fit to offer the next 
Day. But the King being otherwife accidentally 
diverted on Tuefday Morning, our Attendance on 
him was put off till Wediefday. Whereas, had we, 
. 2. been 
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been admitted to his Majefty that Tuefday, we 
cou'd not have fail’d of getting fome Credit to our 
ielves, and to the Church, for having requefted him to — 
reftore the Charter of London among other Charters, 
For from the very beginning of our Confultations, 
we had fix’d upon that to be-one: of our principal 
Petitions, Whereof his Majefty, perhaps, having 
had fome private Intimation, thought’ it more for 
his Service to prevent us, by making it an A@ of 
his own Grace. This is certain, that very Tuefday 
in the Evening, he firft declar’d publickly in‘ the 
Council, to divers eminent Citizens, his Parpofe to 
reitore the City:Charter. So that when we came 
the next Day, we found nothing. left for us to da 
towards’ that great Affair, but only to turn’ our in- 
tended Requeit into Thanks, as we did.” iQ 
However, on Wednefday Morning we had our fe+ 
cond Audience; when my Lord of Canterbury deli- 
ver'd: our free and honef{t Advice, with fach a be- 
coming Meeknefs, Gravity, and Courage, as indeed 
was admirable. < | bs ee Va. te 
_ Now, beeaufe there has been hitherto only an im- 
perfect, Relation printed: of what: paffed at that 
Meeting ; I think it may not be unacceptable to the 
Publick, to give here an exact. Account of our whole 
Proceedings with the King in that Affair, ‘as it was 
Grawn.up by my Lord Archbifhop himfelf. And it 
had been happy,.if all Addrefles to his Majefty had 
been alike faithful to the King’s and the Kingdom's 
Jriterelt, Pain ge S901! TES, ) 
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For his Grace the Lord Archbifhop of 
3 - Canterbury, ‘i, 


My Lord, 
T HE King thinking it requifite to [peak with your 
Grace, and feveral others of the Bifhops, who 

are within a convenient Diftance of this Place; bis 
Majefty commands me to acquaint you, That he wou'd 
have you attend lim. upon Friday next, at Ten ina tbe 


Morning, ; 
On ai ~ My Lord, 


fae) a ; T am your moft Faithful, @c. 
| Whitehall, Sept. . | 
|. 2g. 1688, ; Sunderland P. 


| «\ Letters to the fame purpofe, and of the fame date, 
| (or about that Time) were fent to the Bifhops of 
| London, Winchefter, Ely; Chichefter, Rochefter, Bath 
_ and Wells, Peterborough, and Brifol; all which (but 
| London and Briftol) came to Town; and all but the 
| ‘Archbifhop waited on the King at the time appoine 
|ted. The next-day, the Bifhop of Wiuchefer went 
out of Town; and the day after that, the Arch- 
| bifhop waited upon the King alone : and by his. Ap- 
| 'pointment, on Wednefday, Oitob. 3. all who remain'd 
in Town went together to his Majefty 5 to whom 
Cin the Name of the reft) the Archbifhop fpake as 
followeth, RS uN thm 


} May it pleafe your Sacred Majefty, 

W Hen I had lately the Honour to wait upon yory 
you were pleafed briefly to acquaint me wit 
what had pafsd two days before, between your Ma- 
yey and thefe my Reverend Brethren; by which, and 
by the Account which they themfelves cave me, I per- 
teiv'd, that in truth there pafs'd nothing, but in very 
general Terms, and Exprefions of your Majefy’s gra- 
cious and favourable Inclinations to the Church of Eng- 
land, and of our reciprocal Duty and Loyalty to your 
Majefly: beth which were fufficieutly underftood” and 
ae BAS declar’a 
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The Bifhop of declar’d before : and (as one of my 
| Bath and Wells. Brethren then told you) wou'd have 
ae (ON ade been in the fame State, if the Bi- 
Shops had uot fir’d one Foot out of their Diocefes. Sir, 
I found it griev'd my Lords the Bifhops to have come fo 
far, and tohave done fo little, andl am affurd, they 
came then prepar'd to have given your Adajefty fome 
more particular Inftances of their Duty and Zeal for 
your Service, had they not. apprehended from fome 
Words which fell from your Majéefy, that you were.not | 
then at Leifure to recevve them. It was for. this rea- ) 
fon that I then befought your Majefty to command us — 
once more to attend you all together : which your JMa- . 
jehy was pleafed grasioufly to allow and encourage. We | 
are therefore here now before you, with all Humility, | 
to beg your Permiffion, that we may fuggeft to your-Ma- | 
jefty fuch Advices as we think proper at this Seafon, 
and conducing to your Service, and fo leave them to | 
. your princely Confideration, Which the King: being | 
pleafed gracioufly to permit, ‘the Archbifhop pro- | 
ceeded as followeth. Oxr Firft humble Advice is3\% |} 
» L That, your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to © 
put the Adanagement of your Government in the feveral || 
Counties, into the Hands of fuch of the Nobility and || 
Gentry there, as are legally qualify d for it. ee |i 
Il. That your Majefty will be gracion/ly pleafed to || 
annul your Commuiffion for Ecclefiaftical Affairs 5: ana | 
that no [uch Court as that Commiffion fers up, may be | 
ercthed forthe future.) or st Wo ec! || 
III. That your Aajefty will be gracionfly pleafed, | 
that no Difpenfation may be granted or continwd, by | 
virtue whereof, any Perfon, not duly qualifyd by Law, } 
hath been, or may be, put into any Place, Office, or). 
Preferment, ta Church or State, or in the Oniverfiz | 
ties, or continu'd inthe fame, efpecially fuch as have) 


_ IV. That your Adajefy. will be gracioufly pleafed 10 
fet afide all Licences or Faculties already granted, Ue 


maich any Perfons of the Romifh Communion . may. pre 
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tend to be enabled to teach publick Schools: and that no- 
fuch be grantea for the future. + 
V. That your Majefty will be graciou/ly pleafed to 

defift from the exercife of fuch a Difpenfing Power as 
hath of late been ufed , and to permit that Point to be 
freely and calmly debated and argu’d, and finally fettled 
in Parliament. . ) . 

VIL That your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to 
inhibit the four foreign Bifkops who flile themfelves 
Vicars Apoltoli¢al; from farther invading the Eccle- 
| fiaftical Furifdittion, which ws by Law vefted in the 
| Bifhops of this Church. : 
| VII. That your Majefty will be gracion/ly pleafed to 

fill the vacant Bifbopricks, and other Ecclefiaftical Pro- 
| motions within your Gift, both in England and Ire 
land, with Afen of Learning and Piety: And 1n par- 
| ticular, (which I muft own to be my peculiar Boldnefs, 
| for *tus done without the privity of my Brethren) That 
| you will be gracioufly pleafed forthwith to fill the 
| Archiepifcopal-Chair of York (which hath fo long flood 
empty, and upon which a whole Province depends ) with 
fome very worthy Perfon: For which (pardon me, Sir, 

if I am bold to fay) you have here now before you a 

very fair Choice. he ‘ 
| VIL. Dhar your Majefty will be graciou/ly pleafed to 
_ fuperfede all farther Profecution of Quo Warranto’s 
againft Corporations, and to reftore to them their an- 
tient Charters, Privileges, and Franchifes, as we hear 
God hath put into your Majefty’s Heart to do for the 
‘City of London, which we intended to have made ether- 
| wife one of our principal Requefts, | | 
YX. That if it fo pleafe your Majefly, Writs may be 
| ‘affaed out. with conventent {peed, for the Calling of a 
free and regular Parliament, in which the Church of 
England way be fecur’d according to the Atts of Uns- 
_ formity 5 Provifion may be made for a due Liberty of — 
— Confcience, and for fecuring the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of all your Subjetts, and a mutual Confidence 
‘and good’ Underftanding may be efiablifi'd between your 
*Mayjefty and all your People. = * : ; 
+ X. Above all, That your Majefy will be gracioufly 
Spleafed ro permit your Bif.ops 10 offer you fuch Mo- 
ty ; ie Tage Lives 
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tives and Arguments, as (we truft) may, by God's 
Grace, be effectual to perfuade your Majefty to return 
to the Communion of the Church of England, into — 
whofe moft holy Catholick Faith you were baptized, and 
ia which you were educated, and to which it is our 
daily earneft Prayer to God, that you may be re= 
united, | 
Thefe (Sir) are the humble Advices which, out of 
Confcience of the Duty we owe to God, to your Ma- 
jefy, and to our Country, we think fit at this time to 
offer to your Majefty, as fuitable to the prefent State of 
your Affairs, and moft conducing to your Service, and 
fo to leave them to your Princely Confideration, ** And 
‘© we heartily befeech Almighty God, in whofe Hand 
“ the Hearts of all Kings are, fo to difpofe and govern 
“* yours, that. inall your Thoughts, Words, and Works, 
“¢ you may ever feck his Honour and Glory, and findy 
“ ro preferve the People committed to your Charge, in 
€* Wealth, Peace, and Godlinefs, to your own both 
*° temporal and eternal Hlappinefs, Amen 


We do, heartily W. Gant, 


concur. Fran, Ely. — 
ee . Fa. Ciceftr. 
HZ, London. Tho, Roffen. 
P. Winchefter. Tho. Bath and Wells. 
W. Afaph. . Tho, Petriburg. 


It is for others Information, not for yours, my 4) 
Lord, that I have been fo punctual and minute in the 4 
Circumftances of this Bufinefs, wherewith your Lord- © 
fhip was fully made acquainted, juft after the very — 
time, at Copthall, as much as my Lord of London's 
and my. Memory cou’d ferve us to do it: | 

But one. thing farther I muft obferve as very re= 
-markable in this AffairjThat if the exa@Time of this - 
our Addrefs to King ames at Whitehall {hall be com> WY} 
pard with the Day of the Prince of Orange his pre- @ 
fent Majefty’s fetting forth his firft Declaration in 
Holland, they wilias€ found to bear very near the 
fame Date. For our. Addrefs here was form’d at 79) 
Lambeth, on Monday, Otfaber 1. and fhou’d ba | 
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been deliver’d on-Tuefday the 2d, and was actually 
prefented on Weduefday the 3d: and that Declara-~ 
tion was fign’d there on the 10th of Offober, which, 
confidering the two Styles, makes little or no dif- 
ference. 

And if I might prefame to compare fimall things 
with great, inthe Matter of them as well as in the 
Date, | wou'd venture to fay, that moft of the very _ 

fame Grievances which his Highnefs infifted on in his 
Declaration, except one or two that were too. 
high for us Subjects to meddle with, were fo early 
reprefented by us to the King im that Petition, as 
things neceflary to be fpeedily redrefs'd. | 
_. And, my Lord, I cannot but add, that this we 
did in a time when the King thought of nothing lefs 
‘than Victory; when in all human Probability, he 
Was the ftrongeft both by Sea and Land; whemas 
yet there was no appearance of fuch a prodigious 
Alienation of his Subje@s Affe@ions, when at leait, 
his Army was thought to be ftill firm tohim , when 
the very Winds and Seas feem’d hitherto as much 
‘ his fide, as they all afterwards turn’d againft 
im. : | 
After that, my Lord, as I remember, the next fo- 
lemn time of our waiting on King Fames II. was oc- 
cafion’d by the interception of the Prince of Orange's 
Declaration here in London, fome fhort time before 
his Highnefs's Landing: For upon reading that Ex- 
preffion in it, “* That the Prince was moft earneftly 
-* invited hither by divers Lords both Spiritual and 
“Temporal, and by many Gentlemen, and 
** others of all Ranks; ” the King forthwith fent 
for fome of the Bifhops, who were neareit at hand, 
and requir’d us to juitify our felves to the World, | 
as to our part in that Invitation. To this end, his 
_Majefty fix’d a fhort Day, whereon he oblig’d us to 
prefent him a Paper under our Hands, fignifying 
‘our Abhorrence of the Prince of Orange’s intended 
‘Tovafion. aS 
- My Lord, the Day came, and great Throngs 
there were at Court, expecting the Iffue of that 
Conference. We faw botfr a kriends and Enemies 
* te of 
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of the Charch of Exgland:equally impatient 'to know | 
what °we won’d :doim:tbat difficule Moment. The 3 
King himfelf had) affirm’d’ to us, He thought his — 
good Succels.exceecingly depended upon our ready © 
compliance with his Command of Abhorring. A | 
Declaration was themin the Prefs againit the Prince | 
of Orange, the prefent’King, and was only ftop’d | 
forour Paper of Abhorrence to ‘be inferted into wt: | 
and pe happen'd to'be but four of our Number, J 
my) Lord of Canterbury, my Lord of London, my @ 
Lord of Peterborough; and:my felf, who were pre: © 
fent upon ithe Place, to endure that terrible Brunt.  @ 
In fhort, as foonas we were come into the King’s @ 
Prefence, *his Majeltyy’ with great Earneftnefs, call’d | 
for our Paper. We, with all Sabmiffion, intreated’ ¥ 
to be excus'd trom writing any thing of that nature, | 
and from making a particular Defence to a-general @ 
Accufation, left we fhou'd give the firlt Precedent-of | 
that ‘kind, againft the Privilege of ‘Peers. Belides ¥ 
that, our Profeflion ‘bethg to promote Peace, we @ 
thought it belong’d not to us to declare War, efpeci- @ 
ally againft a Prince fo nearly ally’d to the Crown., @ 
But the King ftill more infifted, argued, and -€x- J 
pottulated with usy:infomach, that if ever in-allhmy) 
dite Ifaw him more than ordinary vehement in} 
Speech, and tranfported in his Exprefligns, it was 
set ttha cate aah) ala eg Sir bart Pe 
-. “However, we fill made ggod our/humble * Refu-| 
fal, in as dutiful Perms as “twas ‘pofiible: among, 
* The Bifheps of Scotlatid, on the contrayy, were drawn: 
“into a Declaration, abborring the Invafion of the Prince gf 
“Orange, and renouncing the, Principles on which it was founds 
‘ed, which prov’d fuch a Snare to them, tbat they cou'd not im 
- honour’ adt “in Pavliament'after the Revotution, ‘but defertea 
the Service of their Chuxch and ‘Country, and left the Ma: 
“nagement of both entirelyto the Preshytevians, who then made) 
_ ufe of ‘the Opportunity, andeftablifh’d themselves by Laws 
purely by the Absence of the Bijhops, from Parliament. SOM 
that as the Englith Bishops refufing to fland by | 
» Dodivine of Paflive Obedience, fev'd Epi(copacy in Eng q 
~ land; fo the Scotch “Bifhaps advering to that Doch iol | 
_ delivey’d Epifcopacy in Scottand. ‘The Decldration: of heyy 
Scotch Bifhops is printed in the Appendix. a 
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general Senfe and true Interelt of t 
dom. bh ) 


Party at Court were fo' violently enraged againit 
Us, that,*as we were eredibly inform’d, one*of the 
ied 4 ‘al 


we fhould ail be imprifon’d, 


and the Truth fhould be extorted from us by Vio- 
Tence. BP ME eased > cae ion 


I told your Lordthip, the Conclafion of that ‘our 
ferious Debate with the King, was, on our sidei'the 
begging him to call a free Parliament. TheTruth © - 
is, a free Parliament was the Main Point, ‘and the 
laft Refult of all our, Requelts to his Majefty , from 

the firft Day of hus apeuting 6s to give him our ho- 
| Faia Shee till the Time of his leaving the King- ' 
SOSA RRO iid OR RR eS i4ue. 3 a 
[need not put your Lordfhip in mind of the Pe-— 
_tition, we prefented hima to the fame Purpofe, which q 
was fign’d by divers of the Spiritual and Temporal 
Lords, and, among others, by your Self; and was 
afterwards feconded from feveral Parts of the Nati- 
'. on; efpecially by the Noblemen and Gentlemen at* 
- fembled at York; and by the Fleet under the Com- 
-’mand of my Lord Dartmonth 5 and by the Lord Bi- 
 thop; and the Clergy, and the Citizens of Briftol. 
_ As it had been alfo ioon followed by the Ref of 
_ the Kingdom, had there been time enough for the 
PE doing oF ities <0 +. 4 ¢ | 
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But having mentioned that Petition for a free 
and regular Parliament, [ hope it will not be thought 
Prefumption in me, if I fuggeft, I had the Ho. 
nour to have it confider’d, agreed on, and fign’d, 
at my Houle at Wefminfter: And that I was one of 
the four Bifhops (the two Archbifhops, and my 
Lord of Ely, being the other three) who ventur’d 
to deliver it to the King; after we heard he had 


‘ protefted he would take it highly ill of any Man, 
ithat fhould offer him a Thing of that Nature. 


NeverthelefS we did it, and thought our felves’ 

bound, in Duty to God and Man, fo to do. 
Your Lordfhip perceives, all that I have faid on 

this laft Subje@, concerns only fome few Particu- 


lars, that pafs’d in three or four Conferences, be- 


tween King Fames the fecond, and fome of the Bi | 
fhops, who happen'd then to be within Call: Tho _ 
we had afterwards the Concurrence of our Abfent 
Brethren, And we may now appeal to all the 
World, whether we did not demean our Selves on 
thofe hazardous Occalions, with that Zeal againft 
Popery, and for the Legal Eftablifament both in 
Church and State, as became the Station we hold 
in both. eats, aan Oe" Sa 

If your Lordfhip’s leifare would permit me to — 
lock farther back, and to recount what was writ- — 
ten, acted, or fuffer’d, by the Members: of the- 
Charch of England in General, during that Reign; 
‘twere eafy to recolle@ fo many memorable [n- _ 
itances of unfhaken Truth and Courage, in the No- | 
bility, Gentry, Clergy, and Commonalty of our | 
Communion; in maintaining our Religion againft — 


Kome, and our Laws again{t unlimited Power ; as 
_ might well furnifh {afficient Materials for an ample “4 


Relation 9° - i. dere 3 

J know it was formerly a popular Obje@ion 
of divers mifguided Diffenters from the-Church of 
England, That our Principles were too Monarchical, 7) 
and that we carried the Do@rine of Obedience — 
farther than might be confiftent with the Safety of — 


a Proteltant Church, or the Privileges of a free- 99 


born People. ; % a 
: ‘ But. ' 
, +. mo 


dak vc phdn Bn itps-desn, ae 


( 29) 

But it is now to be hoped, that the ftrongelft 

Argument of all others, which is Experience from 

undoubted Matter of Fact,-has put this Objection 

for ever out of Countenance, Since it is undenia- 

ble, that during that whole time, when our Civil 
and Spiritual Liberties were in fo much Danger, 
_ the greateft, and moft confiderable Stop, that was 
- here put to the Arts of Rome, and Intrigues of 
France, was put by the fteady Refolution of the 
true Sons of the Church of England. 

I pretend not to upbraid any Party or Sec a- 
mong us, for any undue Compliance in that Time. 
But this I will affert, that generaliy {peaking, the 
whole Body of the Charch of England, both Laity 
and Clergy, did not comply. r 

Nay, it were infinite to reckon up the Exam- 
ples, we then faw every Day, of Men of all Con- 
ditions, from the higheft to the loweft, all Mem- 
bers of the Church of Exgland; who preferred the 
faving of the eftablith Government in Church and 
State, before any Temptations of private Profit or 
Intereit. . Peer cash h. 

Not to fay any thing more of the learned and 
unan{werable Writings of that Time againft Pope- 
‘ry; for in that Merit, I fuppofe none of any other 
Perfuafion will enter into any Competition with 
the Orthodox Clergy: But I now only fpeak of 
thofe many honourable Selfdenials, which the 
Church of Evxgland Men then practifed, for the 
Sake of the true Englifh Liberty, and Refor- 
mation. ae tg LR: cae 

What Officers and Commanders were there al- 
smoft in the whole Army, befides the Sons of the 
‘Church of England; who chofe to be difcarded 
from thofe very Troops and Regiments, which 
their own Intereft and Money had raifed, rather 
‘than contribute to take away the great Fences of 
our Liberty and Religion? What Officers in the 
Courts of Juftice, and in the feveral Branches of 
the Revenue? What Members of Boroughs, Cor- 
porations , and Cities, in comparifon of thofe of 
the Church of England, endured the Lofs of their 
a “am | Places 
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Places, of Truft and Profit, for not web tola- > 
bolifh the Tefts and Penal Laws againft Papifts?» 7! 
What eminent Nobility. and Gentry in alb 


Counties; fabmitted chearfully to. be flighted, and! 


deprived of all Authority and Power among, ‘their\ 
Neighbours, in Peace or War? Were they not: 


generally, and almoft to a Man, of the Church of 


England 2 : 
Was nota confiderable Part of the Court. turn’d 
out? Did not divers Perfons of the higheft Titles 
and Dignities there, endure to lofe their Prince’s 
Favour, upon this very Account ? Did we not fee 
the moft advantageous and moft honourable Off- | 
ces, the very white Staves, and the greateft of 
them, not valued, bat eafily parted with, when _ 
Religion. came in Queflion? a ng 
_ Tneed not go on to recite more particularly alt — 
thefe Things, efpecially to your Lordihip, who were | 
your Self one. of the noble Sufferers in the fame — 
Caufe. ’Twill be fafficient’ to affirm once for all, | 
that the main Body of thofe, who oe fo brave a 
Stand, were all of the Church of £ 
the Principles on which they ftood, were all Church- _ 


of-England Principles. 


ted well nigly another Publick Caufe: Let me pret 
fent you with my humble well-meaning Opii 
nion, what Moderation» is to be fhewn toward! 
thofe, who happen’d to be employ’d in the late 
Times. +o Peet Tee 

My Lord, *twould be great Prefamption in me 
having been my Self fo far engag’d, to offer at am 
Apology for other Perfons. concern’d then,” eithe 
ae i ie 


« + 
; ig : a a; , r “4 
; a, eT er, ee 


ae de = Sy ee etree tue Stowe g 
: wet) 


with me in the Commiffion, or in any other Pub- 
lick Bafinefs; particularly for fome of your Lord- 
fhip’s Acquaintance, whofe Caufe may be more de- 
fenfible than mine; and I am fure their Abilities 
to defend it, are much greater: Only in: gene 
ral, I will take the Freedom to fay, That I make 
no queftion, but divers good Men, who were then 
in Employments, did in Prudence fubmit to fome 
things in order to hinder worfe. I doubt not, buat 


many acted then, not to increafe, but to mitigate — 


the Violence of thofe Times. Some were in fuch 
Stations, which perhaps ’twas well done of them, 
not fuddenly to defert, left vorfe Men fhould come 
in, to do that which they defign’d to prevent. 1 
believe, fome being, as it were, in the middle of 
the Stream, when the Tide turn’d fo violently a- 


~-gainft our eftablifh’d Church and Laws, were dri- 


- wen down lower than they expected, before they 
~ could refift the Current, or get to Shore. Where- © 
“a PST y, Gi 


nocent? "Who fhall bea 
Stone? What Place will be then left for the Offen- 


fore, confidering all ‘Gircumitances, itwas well fo 
‘many tmiftoo the true Intereft of the Nation. 
“Twas happy fo many prefervd their Integrity ; 
fo many had the honeft Hardinefs to ftand unmoved 


: 
by the Importunity of their King, whom they were 
bred up to honour, and in all Things elfe to obey. 


_ & Andin common Senfe of human Frailty, are not 


many Infirmities at fach a Time as that, to be over- 


_ look’d now, by wife and good Men? Do not ma- 


ny falfe Steps fo made, deferve to be pitied? May 
it not be thought fome kind of Merit, or fome de- 
gree of Innocence at deaft, not to have made more, 
in fuch a flippery Ground as we then trod on? 

If, my Lord, every:failure of that Time fhould 


be efteemed a criminal Compliance, every Compli- 


ance fhould be judg’d unpardonable, who then, that 
remain d under the Govetateng can be counted In- 
? le juftly to throw the firft 


_der’s Hope, or for a Prince’s Forgivenefs, the nobleft 
and moft divine Part of Power ? 
My Lord, the conftant Experience of all wife 
Times has thewed, That all Civil Diffenfions and 

Aas Quarrels, 


a 


‘ can be more-dangerous to the Party that is upper- 
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Quarrels, are beft ended by the largeft A@s of 

Indemnity and Oblivion: In England efpecially, | 
where good Nature is foon apt to have Compafiion — 
upon the afflicted. Here perhaps fcarce any thing — | 


moft, than to put Englifh Men upon pitying thofe 

that fuffer under it. And certainly this Revolu- 

tion, if ever any, fhould be mild in the Event, fiuce 

it was Bloodlefs in the whole Courfe of it, in a 

Time, when there was moft danger of Effufion of 

Blood. — - ; 

I will fay no more, my Lord, but this, That af-- 
ter great and unexpected Changes, that hath been al- 
ways found the firmeft Settlement of any State or 
Government, where the prevailing Party hath look’d 
but very little backward, and very much forward ; 
where private Animofity and Revenge ave wifely 

_ given way tothe greater Benefits of publick Pardon 
and Indulgence. ASI RS ID: sk JRA 
. Perhaps,- towards the Beginning of great Refor- 
mations, a Warm impetuous Spirit may have its ule 5 
but to compofe Things after fudden Commotions, to 
calm Mens Minds for the Future, to fettle Affairs 
in a fecure and lafting Peace, moft certainly a gentle, | 
generous, charitable Temper is the beft: And to fay 
all inone Word, fuch a Temper as is your Lord- 
fhip’s, | <1 Rea ee eae cs he 
Weltminfter, == Lam your Lordfpip’s 
Mar.26, 1089+ aad 
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. MY LORD, nO 


: _. moft Faithful, Humble, 
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fie and Obedient Servant, 
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APPENDIX. 


The Letter -of the Scotch Bifbops to King 
Ssruqggae age Fares, 2% 


May, it. pleafe your moft Sacred Majefty, 
W. E profirate our Selves, to pay our moft de-, 
*". vote, Thanks and Adoration, to the Sove-. 
reign Majefty of Heaven and Earth, for prefer- 
ving your facred Life and Perfon, fo frequently ex- 
pos'd to the greateft Hazards, and as often deli- 
verd; and you miraculoafly profper'd with Glory — 
and, Vidtory, in Defence of the Rights and» Honour 
of your Majefty’s Auguft. Brother, and. of thefe 
Kingdoms: Aud.that,. by bis merciful Gooduels, 
the Ragings of the Sea, and Madnefs.of unreafona- 
ble Men, have been ftill’d and calm’d; and your 
Majeity, as the Darling of Heaven, peaceably fea- 
ted on. the Throne of your. Royal Anceftors, whole 
long, illuftrious and unparallel'd Line, is the great- 
eft Glory of this your auncient Kingdom. 
We pay our moft humble Gratitude to your Ma- 
jefty, for the repeated Affurances of your Royal 
Protection to our National Church and Religion, as 
the Laws have-eftablith’d them, which are very fui- | 
table to\ the gracious Countenance, Encouragement 
and Protection, your Majefty was pleasd to af- 
ford to our Church and Order, whilft we were 
happy in’ your Prefence among us. - 
_ We magnify the Divine Mercy, in bleffing your 
Majefty with a Sov, and Us with a Prince, whom 
we. pray Heaven may blefs and preferve, to fway 
your Royal Sceptres after you; arid that he may in- 
--herit, with your Dominions, the illuftrious and he- 
roick Vertues of his auguft and. molt ferene Pa- 


rents. % : 
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We are amazd to hear of the Danger of an 
Favafion from Holland, which excites our Prayers 
for an univerfal Repentance, from~all-Orders of 
Men, that God may yet fpare his People, preferve 
your Royal Perfon, and prevent--the Effufion of 
Chrifiian Blood; and to give fuch Succefs to your 
‘Majefty’s Arms, that all who ¢zvade your Majefty’s. 
juft and undoubted Rights, and difturb or inter- 
rupt the Peace of your Realms, may be difappoint- 
ed, and cloathed with Shame, fo that on your Royal 
Head the Crown may fill flouriffhR =. 

As, by the Grace of God, we fhall preferve in 
our Selves a firm and unfhaken Loyalty; fo we 
{hall be careful and zealous to promote, in al] your 
Subjects, an intrepid and ftedfaft Allegiance to your 
Majefty, as an effential Part of their Religion, and 
of the Glory of our Holy Profeffion: Not doubt- 
ting, but that God, in his great Mercy, who hath’ 

{o often preferv'd and deliver’d your Majefty, will 
{till preterve and deliver you, by giving you the’ 
Hearts: of your Subjects, and the Necks of your 
Enemies. So pray we, who, in all Hamility are, 


(May it pleafe your moft Sacred Majefy) 


Your Majefty's moft Humble, moft Faithful, 
and moft Obedient * Subjetts and Servants, 
Edinburgh, | \ mw! UGK, 
Nov. 3.1688, ae ‘ 
E yn Giga by’ sy. , 
The Lord Archbifhop of Lord Bifhop of Dunkel, 
St. Andrews,  —_-—s Lord Bithop of Brechen, 
The Lord Archbifhop of Lord Bifhop of Orkney, 
Glafcow, Lord Bifhop of Murray, 
Lord Bp. of Edinburg, - Lord Bifhop of Rofs, 
Lord Bithop of Galloway, Lord Bifhop of Dunblain, — 
Lord Bifhop of Aberdeen, Lord Bifhop of the Jfes. — 


err 


* Quere, Whether in the Original it be nor Slaves and i 
Vatials. . a 
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Ina few Days will be publifh’d, 

HE Hiftory of the Ecclefi- 
: aftical Commiffion, in the 
Reign of King James Il. 
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